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Global warming and environmental change have had dramatic impacts on the world
climate over the past several years. According to the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, the global annual temperature has risen at an average rate of 0.07°C per
decade since 1880, and 2016 was the warmest year on record, with worldwide occurrences of

extreme precipitation, floods, and severe drought conditions.

In Taiwan, extreme weather patterns and compound disasters have increased the
frequency and scale of disasters, bringing lives and property under direct threat from
typhoons, flooding, mudslides, landslides, earthquakes, extreme cold, and other natural and
human-made catastrophes. To provide the nation with disaster preparedness plans and policy
guidelines, the government each year compiles a white paper on disaster management in
accordance with Article 17 of the Disaster Prevention and Protection Act. The white paper also
describes land conservation and rehabilitation strategies, hazards mitigation mechanisms,
disaster and flood control budgets, and the progress of new or amended legislation, all aimed

at reducing personal injuries, loss of life, and property damage.

The 2017 Disaster Management White Paper is divided into four chapters. Chapter 1
contains a summary and overall analysis of disasters that hit Taiwan and other countries
in 2016, including the harsh cold snap in January, the February 6 Tainan earthquake, the
onsets of Typhoon Nepartak, Typhoon Meranti, Typhoon Malakas and Typhoon Megi, the T.S.
Taipei container ship oil spill, and flooding of the Taiwan Taoyuan International Airport. The

government’s response measures and strategies for various types of disasters are also laid out.

Chapter 2 describes the government’s administrative priorities and achievements for

the four stages of disaster management, namely mitigation, preparation, response, and

reconstruction. These include a comprehensive disaster management system and regulatory
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framework, medium and long-term programs, development of technologies and applications,
readiness and training for disaster prevention and rescue, contingency planning and policy

measures, disaster recovery and reconstruction, and international exchange and cooperation.

The government’s disaster management budget allocations are recorded in Chapter 3.
For the fiscal year 2017, central-level agencies allocated some NT$40 billion (US$1.3 billion)
in regular and special budgets for disaster management. Local governments, meanwhile, set
aside disaster reserve funds of approximately NT$10.4 billion (US$344 million). In 2016, roughly
NT$2.8 billion (US$86.6 million) in special centrally funded tax revenues were distributed to

local governments for handling natural disasters.

In Chapter 4, the central authority for disaster management affairs offers
recommendations on priority policies, strategies, and measures for the government to
implement over the short, medium and long term. Seven topics are covered: an agricultural
insurance program, promoting facility agriculture to make agricultural structures more
resilient against catastrophes, analysis and disaster prevention for potential large-scale
landslides, shoring up key transportation infrastructure for disaster resilience, earthquake
resistance of residential buildings, monitoring information on critical infrastructure during
crises and enhancing recovery capabilities, and increasing the information value of big data

for disaster prevention.

This white paper lays out the government’s policies and priorities for disaster
management with the aim of improving disaster management programs, making processes

more efficient, and strengthening preparedness and rescue mechanisms. All of these efforts

will help reduce disaster-related risks and minimize loss of life and damage to property.
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