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THE IMAGERY FROM THE HEART
The Exhibition of Liao Chi-Heng’s Oil Paintings
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The exhibition of Liao Chi-Heng's paintings, hosted by Yilan Museum
of Art, was the first exhibition of the Yilan Award Series. The Cultural
Affairs Bureau of Yilan County Government started the projectin 2014
in order to promote talented Taiwanese artists. This includes helping
winners of the Yilan Award to arrange a solo exhibition at Yilan Museum
of Art, thereby granting new talented artists a unique opportunity to
learn all aspects in curating exhibitions. For three decades, the Yilan
Award, formerly known as Yilan Art Exhibition, has been an important
platform for the promoting art in Yilan, and it has helped to promote
many outstanding local talents. In recent years, the Yilan Art Exhibition
has undergone many changes, including the introduction of an open
category for entries, designating the Yilan Award the top prize, and
giving access to nationwide participation. It has become a fresh and
vibrant art competition.

Liao Chi-Heng is often seen as a consecutive winner of the Yilan Art
Exhibition. He had won the first prize many times in crossed categories,
such as ink painting, watercolor, oil painting and so on. This shows
that he masters all kinds of media. These accomplishments, in
addition to his own talent, are the results of Mr. Liao’s constant study
and hard work. After receiving a master’s degree from the Graduate
School of Plastic Arts, NTUA, he went to Fujian Normal University to
pursue a doctoral degree. Currently he has got the qualification as
doctoral candidate. For him, the degree is not as important as the
chance to receive the instructor’s guidance and find new inspiration.
He wants to embrace the open sky of art.

Mr. Liao returned to Yilan a few years ago. Since then, he has worked
to convey his personal philosophy of beauty and aesthetic vision in
the scenery of his hometown. His strokes are free and powerful and
seem to mimic in color the rhythm of a symphony. His works are imbued
with many different artistic characteristics. In his abstract paintings,
fused as they are with a wide range of settings and vistas, there are
various new developments that are quite different from his usual
mode of expression. For instance, in the works with compositions
emphasizing spatial division, he employed various techniques, such
as collage, collocation, overlapping, and inversion. In addition, he
introduced symbols and dark gray and black tones to allow free reign
to the imagination. His works have gone through transformation
from pure depiction of landscapes to the exploration of history and
social issues of contemporary painting.

In order to promote his art, Liao Chi-Heng entered his works in
various art competitions. The results were unanimously positive and
included high praise: he became the first artist to win art competitions
in all the counties of Taiwan. It is very fitting that he is the artist to
hold the first exhibition of the Yilan Award Series in Yilan Museum of
Art. It is our hope that Mr. Liao's wonderful works will have a strong
impact on the art scene and help to attract future artistic talent.
Indeed, it is our ambition to make this platform the most prestigious
art award in Taiwan and create a competitive stage for artistic vision
and the exchange of new ideas.
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I met Mr. Liao Chi-Heng when | was Vice-President of the National
Taiwan University of the Arts (NTUA) as well as the library director. At
the time, he attended the Graduate School of Plastic Arts, NTUA, and
worked as a teacher in Fu-Hsin Trade and Arts School. He was very
busy and often visited the library looking for books and references.
That is how | got the opportunity to talk to him and get to know him.

He returned to his hometown, Yilan, after receiving his master's degree
and worked as a lecturer at Fo Guang University and De Lin Institute
of Technology. Apart from earning a living to support his family, he
continued his research and creation in the art field. In 2011, he entered
Fujian Normal University to pursue a doctoral degree. In addition to
research and teaching, he participated in joint exhibitions every year,
such as, Tai-Yang Art Exhibition, Taiwan International Watercolor Society
Members Exhibition, Yilan Art Exhibition, and still managed to hold his
solo exhibition almost every year, as in Forest Art Gallery of Luodong
Forestry Culture Park in 2013, the watercolor exhibition in the Legislative
Yuan in 2015, and the exhibition in Saint Mary's Hospital Luodong
in 2016. Every time he invited me to his exhibition, | went and visited.
It was a great joy to see Liao Chi-Heng's works, for he always presented
new works in the exhibition for each of his creative stage. He was also
very keen to participate in various art competitions, and won numerous
awards. For example, A Fragment of Memory — The Beauty of Taiwan won
the 2nd prize in the 2015 Competition of Taiwan International Exhibition
of Oil Painting, he won the first prize of the Yilan Art Exhibition 2014 with
the work A Fragment of Memory - Turtle Island. In addition, his works have
been collected by many art lovers and exhibited in public spaces.

Liao Chi-Heng's works are very diverse and include watercolors, oil
paintings, printmaking, art design et al. He used to travel to various places
to paint on-site, to capture his feelings towards Nature and society in
figurative paintings. The works were poetic and picturesque and conveyed
the scenes to the viewers in strong, realistic terms. In 2008, he entered
the Graduate School of Plastic Arts, NTUA. During that period, he studied
the world famous paintings of Cezanne, Kandinsky, Picasso, Giacometti,
Mir6, Matisse etc. He analyzed both figurative and abstract paintings,
studying their colors, imagery, space and lines, and used the results as
a reference for his own paintings. At that time, his style drifted between
figuration and abstraction. In January, 2011, he completed his master’s
degree with the thesis, Material appearance into Mind Image: The Thesis
of the Work of Liao Chi-Heng, which helped to strengthen his creative
vision and artistic conception. Subsequently, he exhibited a series of

semi-abstract works in Forest Art Gallery of Luodong Forestry Culture
Park in 2013. He chose “Flower” as theme of the exhibition and the
works received high praise from friends in the art world as well as the
people of Yilan.

This exhibition by the artist Liao Chi-Heng at the Yilan Museum of Art,
features about 50 works on the theme, The Imagery from the Heart.
Exploring the works, we find that most of the paintings were date from
the past two years. Their shapes, colors, lines, and plane hint at his past
characteristics yet combined with new features. Most of the works are
still semi-abstract, such as, A Fragment of Memory - Turtle Island, Ancient
Legend, Nostalgia, Encouragement, Listening to the Sea, Waiting,
Affections on Country Beauty, Ballet, Outstanding, Being-toward-death,
and Life Rhythm. He extracts material elements from Nature and
life and transforms them into images of his mind. Then he chooses
appropriate media and techniques to present them. The paintings
are more atmospheric and expressive than the real scenery. They trigger
the viewer's appreciation of beauty in a way that relates to their own life
experiences. When we listen to a symphony orchestra, the harmonious
sounds resonate within our hearts. Th is exhibition also include some
abstract works, such as, The Surge, Red & Black, Green Shade, Azure Sea, and
Behind My Home. Those works were created from pure shapes, colors,
lines, and rhythm, and presented in a great harmony. Although the
paintings have titles, the images remain open and suggestive. They
provide infinite imagination and stir experiences of time and space in
the viewers. Please visit the exhibition and see if your will experience
the same or something completely different.

Liao Chi-Heng became interested in painting in junior high. After
years of studying art, his life is now occupied by teaching, and artistic
creation. Naturally, his life experience became an abundant resource
for his paintings. When he returned to his hometown, Yilan, his deep
love and nostalgia for the place energized and focused his mind and
enabled him to create unique paintings. | hope that Mr. Liao will find
inspiration in Cezanne, Kandinsky, Picasso, Giacometti, Mird, Matisse
and other great masters, and continue to explore new paths in the
realm of painting.
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Former Vice-President, NTUA Lin Pe-Yu
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Liao Chi-Heng is a hardworking artist, determined to realize his ideas.
Apart from teaching, painting is his greatest pleasure, and thus he has
accumulated a lot of good works. Since 1985, he has participated in
various painting competitions throughout the country, and won
numerous awards, which greatly increased his status in art circles. He
has published portfolios, such as, Form, Type, Design, and Color in 2006,
The Atmosphere from the Heart in 2010, and The Image of Joy in 2013. This
year, in 2017, he will publish a new portfolio, The Imagery from the Heart.
He is an artist of great creativity and productivity. Through his paintings,
Chi-Heng expresses his inner feelings and conveys what he has seen
and heard. He likes to use rich and bright colors, and through multiple
changes and manipulation of the material appearances, to give
expression to Nature in vivid fashion. This truly shows the artist’s
strong style.

The essence of a landscape painting lies in expressing emotions and
communicating ideas. With rich imagination, the artist can transform
a touching Nature scene seen, heard, or thought about into images of
the mind. He can create the most beautiful representation of the
harmonious relationship between man and the Nature. He may
discover the secrets of Nature and compare them to the serene
scenery of spring, the grandeur of a rainbow, to reveal a subtle
enthusiasm. Chi-Heng often shows his true colors in paintings,
expressing true feeling and perseverance. He embraces Nature, and
he has immersed himself in the beauty of fields. On the canvas, he
paints freely and with a strong aesthetic sense sharpened through
decades of experience. He has painted the beautiful landscape of
Yilan in its four seasons, the transitory impressions of the scenery
between sunrise and sunset, to capture the poetry of the fleeting
moment in paint.

Artis a form of language used to express ideas. On the one hand, art
is about execution, on the other, art is about expression. An artist
is expressing his own ideas, yet he is closely linked to a broader
audience. For this reason, the artist recognizes the importance of
creating a unique style as well as the appreciation and reaction of
the crowd. Strong, creative vitality becomes evident when the artist
is able to balance his creative power between clarity and distortion.

In Chi-Heng's painting, stylized language is employed to depict
the artistic conception. Form and spirit merge to create the
overall atmosphere of the picture. A saying about the painting
process states: “Grasp the true nature, depict meanings, imbue the
scene with great atmosphere, and create something new”. In order
to enable viewers to better understand the tremendous power of
painting, | have tried to analyze the structural language of painting,
and describe painting techniques in terms of practice and creative

potential.

In recent years, sweet colors and relaxed and lively strokes have
become more prominent features in his paintings. This is evidence of
a more carefree and romantic mind and highlight the mature nature
of his style. The styles of the works in this exhibition are different from
his previous works. He received great praise from the audience after
the exhibition in Yilan Museum of Art in his hometown. This portfolio
has been published for the exhibition. | hope it will be widely
circulated, both for the benefit of Taiwanese art and culture and
for the cultivation of the people of Taiwan. Therefore, my heartfelt
congratulations. | thoroughly enjoyed writing this preface.
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Associate Professor, Department of Fine Arts, NTUA

Chen Kuang-Yi
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The practice of painting calls for a systematic approach, stylization and a
process of self-perfection. In this process, creating imagery and vision is
a situational training on a relatively matured language. It communicates
with the creator’s message and the sincere feelings of the scene, which
links the “reality” to the “real circumstance”. When transforming material
appearance into mind images, | employed stylized language to depict
the artistic conception. Then, form and spirit will merge to create the
overall atmosphere of the picture. A saying about the painting process
states, “Grasp the true nature, depict meanings, imbue the scene with
great atmosphere, and create something new”. In order to enable
viewers to better understand the tremendous power of painting, | have
tried to analyze the structural language of painting, and describe
painting techniques in terms of practice and creative potential.

The aim of my artistic activity is to explore experience in nature, life,
and metaphors through creative forms, that is, “The Imagery from the
Heart" Furthermore, | analyze and review my creative process to find
my own creative ideas and imagery, combining figurative and abstract
visions and life. Through art, | hope to understand the connection
between external, spatial reality and the inner space of the mind. I try to
set out from the perspective of spiritual aesthetics to explore the images
of the mind and the inner self in visual form through art. By analyzing
my artistic expression and creative spirit, | probe the enigma of life, and
thereby give direction and impetus to my future creative energy.

| strive to achieve the following five goals in my works:

i. Imageries came from the heart. Our heart and mind is affected by the
materials, but our heart can change our perception of the materials. Thus,
I try to transform the material according to the images of the heart.

ii. The works, as they combine spirit, material, and natural life, will
constitute new artistic visions.

iii. To use new ideas and break away with indolence. Seek out stimuli to
Create new images.

iv. To express freedom in thinking and creation. No definite image.
Develop all possibilities.

v. Subverting and reconstructing previous expressions of paintings.

The premise of the exhibition, “The Imagery from the Heart’, is shaping
symbolic meaning into creative objects to express my inner thoughts, in
a way that will enshrine the emotions in meaningful form. By combining
multiple painting media and techniques, | strive to introduce new elements
to the painting, to suggest different interpretations to my previous works,
and extend my visual vocabulary. The overall significance of the picture

created is deeply connected to the traditional sense of painting. It is a
cultural heritage and full of cultural spirit to explore the beauty of paintings.
From the aesthetic point of view, figurative painting is a truly positive and
unique endeavor. It has its form of expression, philosophical significance,
and visual language. Through the tradition of imitation, on-site sketching,
and by transforming the material into imagery, thus following Trinity, the
image of the mind will be revealed and presented.

The process of composition involves the use of points, lines, and plane and
a systematic understanding of the features and symbols of the image. This
is a good preparation for the creation of Chinese and Western paintings.
Painting is the art of image-forming. An artist cannot remain wholly devoted
to traditional painting. He needs to “digest” the tradition and make it his
own or infuse it with new relevance to form his own unique style. The art
of painting, like other arts, is a process of creation, innovation, learning,
transformation, and summarizing one’s own style. Let us pay more
attention to the process of incorporating past tradition and create the
new for the future. Try to master the procedure of transforming materials
into image of the mind, then we will find the significance of creating our
own imageries from the heart.

May it be the familiar flowers, scenes of mountains, streetscapes or
landscapes; | have different interpretive styles, all of which allow
connoisseurs rich feelings and experiences of beauty. Paintings can open
our souls and enrich our lives. Transforming the material according to the
images of the mind is a way to arouse the viewer's aesthetic experience
and to give inspiration. My artistic creativity and painting have improved
through the study of the historical evolution of figurative painting and
observation of social phenomena. Because of my study and constant
work, | have broadened my views of life, deepened my learning, and
cultivated artistic creation. | also hope that, by virtue of the advantages
of tradition, my art will have been imbued with more depth.

To capture the spirit of the times in your own style is a great achievement,
this is true today just as was in the past. In my creative process, | strive
to follow the words of Shi Tao: “Set up your spirit in the sea of ink. Make
choices of your life among the brushes. Change your frame of mind on the
scale of paintings. Reveal light from the chaos!"Even though the brush is not
brush, inkis notink, and painting is not painting, |am immersed in the process of
creation.To advance my artistic creativity, | try to follow the spirit of the old
saying: “As heaven maintains vigor through movement, a gentleman should

constantly strive for self-perfection”

s

Liao Chi-Heng
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Pt iR — LB A Fragment of Memory — Turtle Island B8 J7 4R Acrylicon Canvas  212x136.5 cm 2014
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FrBesd I8 — &2 2 3£ A Fragment of Memory — The Beauty of Taiwan  JEE 52 /7 E 5 Acrylicon Canvas  180x190 cm 2014

14 | 15



#H4E Rebirth B 7 AR Acrylicon Canvas  168x162.5 cm 2014



W Ancient Legend  JEETE 7 EAR Acrylicon Canvas  116x116.5 cm 2015
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116.5x91 cm 2016

ZE 47 Oil on Canvas
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MWITEIS Impression on Turtle Island

B 55 /7 EAG Acrylic on Canvas

92x144.5cm 2016




78 The Surge ¥ =|AF Oilon Canvas  72.5x91.5cm 2016
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45.5x53 cm 2016

ZE 17 Oil on Canvas
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ALEL 8 Red & Black

¥ EAn Oilon Canvas

45.5x53 cm 2016
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B Azure Sea JH¥ =47 Oilon Canvas  45.5x53 cm 2016



& Creen Shade

¥ =R Oilon Canvas

45.5x53 cm 2016
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Be LBEM Jazz & Blues JH% & A Oilon Canvas  45.5x53 cm 2016



M ETE Affections on Country Beauty HI# 2 AF Oilon Canvas  45.5x53 cm 2016
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%Wt 43 Evening JH¥ &G Oilon Canvas  45.5x53 cm 2016



Z 1% Behind My Home % & A4f Oilon Canvas  91x116.5 cm 2017
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H RN Life Rhythm  J#5% # AR Oilon Canvas  100x80 cm 2017



% Bright Summer % &6 Oilon Canvas  130x162 cm 2017
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#k KM Creen Land % =45 Oilon Canvas  130x162 cm 2017



%4 Nostalgia

¥ A Oilon Canvas

130x162 cm 2017



Ut Set Sail 1% Z4F Oilon Canvas  130x162 cm 2016



O Lotus of the Heart  jH% & Afi Oilon Canvas  45.5x53 cm 2016




E 1l Jade Mountain % ZE5 Oilon Canvas 89.5x145.5 cm 2017



BHRAMMESR (X{LI# ) Luodong Cultural Working House 1% #4F Oilon Canvas  89.5x145.5 cm 2017
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itk Newborn JH¥ ZEAf Oilon Canvas  45.5x53 cm 2016



5] Being-toward-death % AR Oilon Canvas 72.5x91.5cm 2017
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WM Ballet JH¥ ZEAF Oilon Canvas 89.5x145.5cm 2017



— X W75 Outstanding % ZEAf Oilon Canvas  89.5x145.5 cm 2017
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E#k € Jade Mountain in Autumn % Z A7 Oilon Canvas  72.5x91.5cm 2016



T RSB Sunset at Turtle Island

W% =45 Oilon Canvas

130%x162 cm 2017
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KRFHRIL Dabajian Mountain  H¥ A Oilon Canvas  89.5x145.5 cm 2017



JEEH IR ECBE The Memory of Beipu  JHI% A5 Oilon Canvas  72.5x116.5 cm 2016
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Hi#E Advance ¥ Z47 Oilon Canvas 130x162 cm 2016



A HBE A3, Ancient Moon Shines on the Current % Z4F Oilon Canvas  80x100 cm 2016
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YR - & Night, at the Foot of the Fo-Guang University i 76 Oilon Canvas  45.5x53 cm 2016



[A] H — &2 Toward the Sun - Flying Fish Festival J#i% 47 Oilon Canvas  91x116.5 cm 2016
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BT HE The Market in the Alleys ¥ A5 Oilon Canvas  116.5x91cm 2016



EFRZEfR Infinite Extension ¥ Z47 Oilon Canvas  145.5x112 cm 2017
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W% &4 Oilon Canvas  145.5x112 cm 2010

B4t Sagrada Familia



HERENS Impression of Streetscape Ji# FAA Oilon Canvas  91x116.5 cm 2008
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JE4g Listening to the Sea % #FAf Oilon Canvas  91x116.5 cm 2017



#ZLELJE Red Tile House {#% #Af Oilon Canvas 45.5x53 cm 2016
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## Harbor  JH¥ 247 Oilon Canvas  72.5x116.5cm 2017



FEHIPEEE The Praise of Spring % &6 Oilon Canvas  72.5x116.5 cm 2017
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ZHH%E Three Moons % A Oilon Canvas  91x217.5 cm 2013



¥ 2% Go on the Stage ¥ FHEAA Oilon Canvas  53x136.5cm 2013
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Dfaf B E Lotus Imagery of the Heart  H¥ & Oilon Canvas  91x217.5 cm 2012



Y4 E Longing for the Spring Breeze JH% &Af Oilon Canvas  53x136.5 cm 2073
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%% Encouragement JH¥ EAH Oilon Canvas  72.5x116.5 cm 2017



MELFEY Mystery Gift % 2 A Oilon Canvas  116.5x91cm 2013
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10080 cm 2013

¥ EFF Oilon Canvas

i FE Bouquets with Vases



B ALIRE Pink Party  JHI% 2 A6 Oilon Canvas  91x72.5cm 2013
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#x A7 Green Miracle ¥ & Oilon Canvas  91.5x72.5cm 2013



4 Waiting % A6 Oilon Canvas  91.5x72.5cm 2013
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